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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ABF-01 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
ICA-11 TRSE-00 SOE-02 DOE-15 CIAE-00 COME-OO /050R 

DRAFTED BY EB/ITP/EWT: JPCRAWFORD:GAO: ABENNETT :DLM 
APPROVED BY EB/ITP/EWT :JPCRAWFORD 
A/BF/ORG:JSOUTHERLAND 

096234 141542Z/41 

R 122213Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 122151 

OECD, EXCON 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: COCOM, AGAO, AINF 

SUBJECT: GAO REVIEW OF U.S. PARTICIPATION IN COCOM 

REF: STATE 112382 

1 . GAO TEAM NOTED TO DEPARTMENT, REFERRING TO PARAGRAPH 2 
OF REFTEL, THAT US COCOM DELEGATION AND EMBASSY OFFICIALS 
ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND TALKS BUT SHOULD NOT FEEL COMPELLED 
TO DO SO. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES ABOVE AND WOULD LIKE U.S. 
DELEGATION AND EMBASSY OFFICIALS TO ACCOMPANY, AS IS 
NORMAL PRACTICE, WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 

2. GAO TEAM HAS ASKED DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE FURTHER 
GUIDANCE ON ITS ACCESS TO VARIOUS DOCUMENTS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH 4 FAM 930-934. DEPARTMENT HAS, IN ADDITION TO USG- 
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INITIATED COCOM DOCUMENTS, GIVEN GAO ACCESS ON A CONFIDEN- 
TIAL BASIS TO ROUTINE COCOM OPERATING DOCUMENTS WHICH WE 
DID NOT CONSIDER SENSITIVE POLICY PAPERS. IN REVIEWING 
EXCEPTIONS CASES, GAO HAS ROUTINELY HAD ACCESS TO THE RE- 
QUEST DOCUMENT, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS AMONG COCOM MEMBERS ON 
AN EXCEPTION REQUEST, EXTENTION OF CONSIDERATION REQUESTS, 

COCOM SUMMARIES, AND APPROVAL, OBJECTION, OR RESERVE DOCU- 
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MENTS. U.S. COCOM DELEGATION MAY PROVIDE THESE COCOM DOCU- 
MENTS AS WELL UPON REQUEST. IN ADDITION, GAO TEAM HAS BEEN 
REVIEWING OVER A PERIOD OF MONTHS DOCUMENTS OF VARIOUS USG 
AGENCIES INVOLVED IN COCOM PROCESS. 

3. GAO TEAM HAS REMINDED DEPARTMENT THAT IT DOES NOT BRIEF 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS NOR US COCOM DELEGATION ON EACH MEETING 
GAO HAS WITH COCOM DELEGATES AND HOST COUNTRY OFFICIALS, 
BUT AS NORMAL OPERATING PROCEDURE GAO WILL BE PLEASED TO 
GIVE EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN EACH COUNTRY THE GAO'S "STANDARD 
ENTRANCE AND EXIT CONFERENCES OR BRIEFINGS." VANCE 
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